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British scientist Jane Goodall is famous for her studies of chimpanzees. Much 
of what we know about these amazing animals is based on her research.

Jane Goodall was born in London, England, on April 3, 1934. As a child, 
she was curious about animals and spent many hours observing everything 
they did. One of her favorite books was Tarzan of the Apes. She wanted to 
go to Africa to live with the animals.

Chimps were thought to be vegetarians. But Goodall found that they 
sometimes hunt for and eat meat. She also saw them make simple tools. A 
chimp would strip the leaves off a twig and use it to dig inside a termite nest 
and pull out insects to eat. Until then, scientists thought that only humans 
made tools.

Goodall began her studies in 1960 in what is now Gombe National Park in 
Tanzania. She had trouble getting close to the chimpanzees at first. They ran 
away whenever she approached. But over time, they allowed her to come 
closer. 

By the 1970s, the importance of Goodall’s work began to be recognized. 
Goodall and the Gombe chimps were featured in many magazine articles 
and television specials. She became world famous. 

Goodall became concerned about dangers facing chimpanzees. The forests 
where the chimps lived were being cut down. That left them fewer places 
to live. Chimps used in medical research often lived in terrible conditions. 
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In 1977, she cofounded the Jane Goodall Institute to support the study and 
conservation of chimpanzees and other primates. Through the Institute, she 
helped start a reforestation program in Tanzania. She campaigned against the 
use of animals in medical research.

In 1991, Goodall started an organization called Roots & Shoots. Its 
mission is to encourage young people to take part in projects to help their 
communities, animals, and the environment. Activities range from stream 
cleanups to efforts to raise awareness about endangered animals. Today 
Roots & Shoots groups are in more than 120 countries.

Goodall still travels widely today. She speaks to people about taking action 
to protect the environment and endangered species. She encourages them to 
think about the choices they make each day that can affect the world around 
them. She enjoys talking to schoolchildren. She says, “Teaching them to care 
for Earth, and each other, is our hope for the future.”
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